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Start with us. Grow with us. 
Graduate with us! 
 
James Swetter named Cactus Shadows High School 
Interim Principal 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent of the Cave Creek Unified 
School District, is pleased to announce that Mr. James Swetter 
has been named CSHS Interim Principal for the 2018-19 school 
year. 
Mr. Swetter is entering his 8th year at Cactus Shadows High 
School, where he will serve as the Interim Principal for the 2018-
19 school year. Prior to serving in this role, he was the Assistant 
Principal for Operations and Athletics. Prior to that, Mr. Swetter 
was the Dean of Students during the 2015-16 school year and 
served as a social studies teacher from 2011 to 2015. In 
addition, he was the Varsity wrestling coach from 2011 to 2013. 
In 2010, Mr. Swetter moved to the Valley from Ohio. He had 
served as a social studies teacher in the Woodridge Local 
Schools from 2002 to 2010 where he also coached football, 
wrestling, and track and field. Mr. Swetter earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Education from Kent State University in 2003, 
where he was a four-year letterman on the wrestling team. He 
earned a Master of Arts in Education; Administration and 
Supervision (2011) and a Master of Arts in Education; 
Curriculum and Instruction (2008); both from the University of 
Phoenix. 
Superintendent Burdick said, “We look forward to Mr. Swetter 
leading the Cactus Shadows campus in the upcoming year. He 
is a true team player and brings many critical skillsets to the 
position. We are confident in his ability to continue the positive 
movement that has been a hallmark at Cactus Shadows High 
School for many years.” 

  

A note from the 
Superintendent… 
 
 
Dear CCUSD Parents,  
Community and Staff, 
Welcome back to the 2018-2019 school year in 
CCUSD! We have been working for the past two 
months to get ready for our students’ return.  Our 
principals, teachers and support staff have been 
readying our schools and classrooms for optimal 
student engagement and learning. Our bus 
drivers have been out driving the bus routes to 
make sure that our students get to school on time 
and ready to learn.  Please join in the excitement 
by attending our “New Year’s Eve--Back to 
School nights and Curriculum Nights soon after 
the school year begins.  These important 
opportunities for families to connect with our 
schools, meet our staff and get information that 
will help our students be successful are most 
critical. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in our schools! 
 
Sincerely, 
Debbi Burdick 
Debbi Burdick 

 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON AUGUST 28, 2018  

                      Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent 

https://www.ccusd93.org/
https://www.ccusd93.org/
http://recorder.maricopa.gov/web/elections.aspx
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Cactus Shadow Alum – What are they doing 
now? 
Sarah Kezele (CSHS '07) hosted the 2018 azcentral 
Sports Awards in June! 
https://www.azcentral.com/…/sarah-kezele-host-
az…/665328002/ 
 
Morgan Porter (CSHS '08). Since graduating from 
Cactus Shadows, Morgan went on to graduate from 
Arizona State University in 2015 with her Bachelors in 
Exercise and Wellness Health Education/Health 
Promotion. After completing her internship, l she was 
hired with the American Heart Association. She is a 
Director of Youth Market with the American Heart 
Association and partners with schools in the north 
valley to implement educational programs. Programs 
that teach students the importance of being heart 
healthy through physical activity, healthy eating and 
tobacco prevention. Morgan is very excited to still be 
involved with CCUSD through her career. She said, 
"Cave Creek Unified School District is dear to my 
heart and has been instrumental in providing me with 
the tools to be successful in my future. Thank you, Dr. 
Burdick and CCUSD!"  

CACTUS SHADOWS POM… 
Cactus Shadows High School Pom Team went to 
UDA Elite Camp. Eleven Falcons were named ALL 
AMERICANS! Varsity Pom qualified for Nationals in 
Florida, both teams received Superior Trophies for 
their routines and Varsity placed 2nd with their home 
routine. 
 
 
CACTUS SHADOWS CHEER… 
Cactus Shadows Cheer Team had an amazing time at 
UCA’s Masters Camp. They brought back several 
awards: Superior Performances, Best Stunt 
Sequence, and Best Energy and Performance. In 
addition, they were chosen for Leadership award. 
 
 
Cactus Shadows High School Literary 
Magazine  
CSHS students attended a journalism convention in 
San Francisco. They were awarded the Pacemaker 
Award for the 2016/17 magazine, Masque. 
 

 
 

Sonoran Trails Problem Solvers won 1st place at the AZ state competition back in April 2018. They were 
invited to compete at the International Competition held at the University of Wisconsin this summer. They 
enjoyed fun activities with countries like Singapore, Australia, Norway and China and made lasting friendships 
with students from many other states. Congratulations to Grace G. whose mixed-student Magic Team won 1st 
place in the middle division! Way to go Future Problem Solver's Team! 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/high-school/awards/2018/06/01/sarah-kezele-host-azcentral-sports-awards-june-10/665328002/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/high-school/awards/2018/06/01/sarah-kezele-host-azcentral-sports-awards-june-10/665328002/
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  Horseshoe Trails Elementary School Flag Corps 
Club 
 
Horseshoe Trails Elementary School, located in the Cave Creek 
Unified School District, has a Flag Corps club led by Ms. Deb 
Feibus, 4th grade teacher. 
 
Ms. Feibus said, “The purpose of the Flag Corps at Horseshoe 
Trails Elementary School is to raise and lower the American flag 
and the state of Arizona flag when school is in session, weather 
permitting.” 
 
Members of the club, 4th, 5th and 6th graders, offer flag facts and 
education about flags to all students and staff.  The club also 
receives all half-staff notifications from the Governor’s Office, 
and posts that information for all HTES staff.” 
 
The club has parent volunteers who wear “Proud to be a Flag 
Corps Parent” lanyards whenever they assist and attend Flag 
Corps events.   
 
The students hope to model proper flag raising and lowering 
etiquette while observers have the opportunity to learn and 
honor the flag. The students wrote a guide that is posted on the 
HTES website.  The club was initiated by interested 4th grade 
students in January 2017.  The Flag Corps club has a set of 
parade flags and harnesses.  They are eager to share their 
expertise and knowledge with the community. 
 
Superintendent Debbi Burdick said, “These students are 
learning a valuable, hands-on experience on basic patriotism as 
it relates to our country and state flags, and translates to civic 
duty and strong citizenship.  To see their pride in our flag and 
what it stands for is inspiring.  Thank you to Ms. Feibus for 
overseeing this club with the strong values it teaches our 
students.” 
 

 
 

Cactus Shadows High School Teacher and 
Students win  

2018 Ninth Circuit Civics Contest 
 

Cactus Shadows High School, located in the Cave Creek 
Unified School District, is pleased to announce that several 
students and a teacher were winners in the 2018 Ninth 
Circuit Civics Contest. 
 
Ms. Christine Marsh’s students, Merit Thompson 
(freshman), took 1st place; Isabella Sayegh (junior) took 3rd 
place; and Luke Rodriguez (junior), Mia Sabbara and Emily 
Watters (freshmen) received Honorable Mention for their 
essays.   The first place prize comes with $1000 and a 
chance to win additional money at the next round. 
 
Ms. Marsh, Cactus Shadows English Teacher and 2016 
Arizona Teacher of the Year, won a teacher award for 
promoting Civics Education.  
 
The 2018 Ninth Circuit Civics Contest received over 200 
essays and 27 video entries.  In their award letter they 
noted that, “…it was difficult to select only three essays and 
three videos as the District of Arizona finalists to advance 
to the circuit-level of the competition to compete for 
additional prizes.”   
 
The students, Ms. Marsh and Dr. Debbi Burdick, 
Superintendent, attended the awards reception held on 
May 30th at 3:30pm in Phoenix at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
United States Courthouse.   
 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent, said, “I am so proud of 
our students and Ms. Marsh for their knowledge and 
eloquence in sharing protections we are so fortunate to 
have as Americans.  It is notable also that Cactus Shadows 
High School was second in the number of entries 
statewide.” 
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Cave Creek Unified Students – Off the 
Beaten Path in Peru 
 
When Quechua, not Spanish is the main language 
spoken around you, you know you are off the beaten path 
in Peru. Cave Creek Unified School District (CCUSD) 
students and parents learned that Quechua is 
considered the living language of the ancient Incan 
Empire and is still the primary language spoken in the 
remote mountains above the Sacred Valley near Machu 
Picchu. 
 
CCUSD invited parents and their own children to sign up 
for a cultural immersion experience that went beyond the 
traditional sightseeing and the tourist areas. Parent and 
students were able to use tax credit dollars to help them 
fund their trip.  
 
This Peru trip was built around community service 
opportunities, with the group volunteering in a disabled 
youth clinic in Cuzco, making toys out of recycled 
materials, taking supplies to a remote school in Cruzpata 
and spending a whole day in the Misminay indigenous 
community at 13,000 feet elevation. There, the CCUSD 
group participated in an ancient ceremony to the 
“Pachamama” or Mother Earth and learned from the 
locals that the glacier that feeds the valley is visibly 
shrinking. Shearing the llama for wool, using natural 
materials to dye it and then weaving beautiful tapestries 
were some of the other special talents the CCUSD group 
were invited to learn about and even try. The cuisine 
proved to be quite exploratory as well with purple corn 
juice, alpaca and guinea pig dishes, never-before-seen 
fruits, and 3,000 varieties of potatoes!   
 
Of course, the final prize for the group was the trek 
through mystical Machu Picchu, a well-deserved 
culminating event for a job well done! Upon returning, 
students and parents reflected on their perceptions. Oh 
where will CCUSD take you next?  
 
 

 

$15,304,360 in Scholarships to be exact! CSHS Class of 2018 
has LEFT THE NEST and are heading to…Arizona State 
University; Barrett, The Honors College; Baylor University; 
Beloit College; Benedictine University (IL); Border Patrol 
Academy; Brigham Young University, Idaho; Carrington 
College – Phoenix; Charis Bible College; Claremont McKenna 
College; Clark College; Coconino County Community College; 
Colorado State University; Columbia College Chicago; 
Concordia College – Moorhead; Conservatory of Recording 
Arts and Sciences; Denison University; Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University; Emory University - Atlanta, GA; 
Glendale Community College; Grand Canyon University; 
Laguna College of Art and Design; Lake Forest College; Los 
Angeles City College; Mission Trip; Northeastern University; 
Northern Arizona University; Northwest Nazarene University; 
Paradise Valley Community College; Penrose Academy; 
Pepperdine University; Saddleback College; Saint Mary's 
University of Minnesota; San Diego State University; Santa 
Monica College; Scottsdale Community College; South 
Mountain Community College; Southeastern University; Texas 
Tech University; The New School - All Divisions; The University 
of Alabama; The University of Arizona; Trinity Christian 
College; United States Air Force Academy; United States Army; 
United States Coast Guard; United States Marines; United 
States Navy; University of Advancing Technology; University of 
California, Los Angeles; University of Colorado-Colorado 
Springs; University of Denver; University of Houston; University 
of Nebraska at Lincoln; University of New Mexico; University of 
Northern Colorado; University of Puget Sound; University of 
Richmond; University of Utah; University of Victoria; Ventura 
College; Western University; and Yavapai College.  
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Fall Enrichment classes will be active online 8/6/18. New 
classes to include Silly Science, Cooking for all ages and 
soccer is back! Our old favorites have fresh new topics!  
Please visit www.ecsforall.org ! 

 

Child’s Play Preschool: 

Welcome back to preschool! We are offering new and 
exciting enrichment classes for preschool starting in 
September. 

Young Rembrandt’s starts 9/5/18 

Pee Wee Tennis starts 9/12/18 

ABC’s of sports starts 9/17 (2-3 year olds, requires 
parent participation) 

We are still accepting preschool registration and is on-
line on our Eleyo system.  Registration fee and August 
2018 tuition is required at the time of registration. Birth 
certificate and Immunization record are also required to 
process and accept your child’s registration.   Children 
must be 3 by August 1, 2018 and potty-trained 
(Diapers/pull-ups are not allowed).    

(Birth Certificates are required for new students only and 
Immunization records are required for new and returning 
students. 

 

Kid’s Club: 

Kid’s Club Summer Camp was a huge success! 
Registration is continuing for before and after care at all 
elementary sites. 

Find more information about ECS at www.ecsforall.org. 
Please call the ECS Office at 480-575-2440 for further 
assistance. Office hours are M-F, 7:30AM-4:00PM. 
 
 

 

http://www.ecsforall.org/
http://www.ecsforall.org/
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DISTRICT NEWS 

CCUSD’s Leadership Team received basic trauma 
intervention training from RIM Training LLC 
Dan Greene of R.I.M. Training said, “We are training 
professionals in the community how to change the 
outcome of a traumatic situation to one of 
preparedness.” 
 
The team was trained in Active Shooter 
Preparedness, Survival Mindset for the Catastrophic 
Event, and Basic Trauma Medical Intervention (which 
is covered under the Arizona Good Samaritan laws). 
This training certified the team for the next 24 months. 
They will be able to re-certify on Basic Trauma 
Medical Intervention. 
 
Dr. Debbi Burdick, Superintendent, asked R.I.M. 
Training to come to CCUSD after she experienced 
their training at another location. She said, “It is 
unfortunate that we live in a society where we now 
need this skillset. However, with the tips for survival 
and for saving lives that we were taught in the span of 
a morning, our Leadership Team feels much more 
empowered and prepared after this powerful training. 
I would highly recommend this for everyone.”  
 
 

 
 

CCUSD Administrators of the Month… 
Congratulations to Tom Espy, Director of Academic Services 
& Assessment (May); Shanon Quinn, Director of Child 
Nutrition (June); and Laurie Umbarger, Assistant Principal 
of Student Services at Cactus Shadows High School! 
 
Capitol Hill… 
Thank you, Reps. O’Halleran and Gosar for meeting with 
Superintendents Burdick (CCUSD) & Rickert (PUSD) to 
discuss education issues on Capitol Hill. 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rimtraining/?fref=mentions
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Are you participating in the Superintendent’s 
Challenge… 
CCUSD 5th-12th graders…Have you accepted the 
Superintendent’s Challenge?  Click here for 2018-19 
information and for a list of volunteer opportunities! 
 
Foothills Caring Corps:  All volunteers must be 
18 years or older or have a parent who will 
accompany them.  Foothills Caring Corps is a local non-
profit agency that provides a variety of non-medical services 
for older adults and individuals with disabling conditions 
through a large force of volunteers.  FCC provides services to 
those living in Carefree, Cave Creek, North Scottsdale and 
North Phoenix.  At Foothills Caring Corps students would have 
the opportunity to be matched with our Neighbors for a variety 
of services.  They could assist a Neighbor with grocery 
shopping, mobile meals delivery, or be matched up as a 
friendly visitor to stop in and visit with them once a week.  
Many older adults also need assistance with computers or 
smart phones and could use the help of a younger person to 
walk them through how to use a new device.  These are just a 
few of the services Foothills Caring Corps provides!  Contact 
Amanda Weiler (Health Advocacy & Volunteer Coordinator)  
amandaw@foothillscaringcorps.com to learn more. 
 

 

Coffee & Conversation with the 
Superintendent… 
The first Coffee & Conversation of the 2018-19 school year 
with the Superintendent will be on Friday, September 14, 
from 9:30-10:30am at Black Mountain Elementary 
School, 33606 N. 60th Street, Scottsdale.  This is an 
informal meeting with the Superintendent to ask questions 
or to just come and enjoy a cup of coffee.  Please RSVP 
to jscotto@ccusd93.org by September 10, 2018.      
 

CCUSD is hiring… 
CCUSD is hiring for the following positions: 

• Teacher Aides at various sites 
• Para Professionals at various sites 
• Food Service Workers at various sites 
• Community Education has a variety of positions at 

various sites. 
We also have an opening for a Teacher of the Visually 
Impaired. 
Please apply online:  
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx 
 

 

 

https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/7297
mailto:amandaw@foothillscaringcorps.com
mailto:jscotto@ccusd93.org
https://ccusd93.tedk12.com/hire/index.aspx
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Governing Board Meetings 
33016 North 60th Street  
Scottsdale, AZ 6:00 p.m. 

August 13 & 27, 2018 
 

Governing Board Members 
Cynthia Weiss, President 

Kathryn Hill, Vice President 
Janet Busbee, Member 
James Rich, Member 

Mark Warren, Member 
 

Julia Scotto, Editor 

Community Spotlight of the Month: 
 

This month’s Community Member of the Month is Mr. Noah Kendrick.  Noah is 
a familiar name to CCUSD because as a preschool parent as well as a business 
owner in the community, Kendrick Wealth Management, he is always looking for 
ways to support our CCUSD schools.  This past spring, he came up with the 
creative idea to have an impromptu Trivia Contest for CCUSD teachers during 
Teacher Appreciation Week.  (9) $100.00 VISA gift cards were to be awarded to 
the first teacher from each of the 7 district schools and 2 preschools that 
answered one of two questions first:  What was the name of Dr. Burdick’s high 
school mascot? Or, When was the first CCUSD school opened?  Thank you, 
Noah, for always supporting our schools and staff! 

 
          

               
             

             

 

 
 

Business Partner  
of the Month: 

The Business Partner of the 
Month for August is R.I.M. 

Training, LLC.  After providing 
training for a critical trauma 

event for our Leadership Team, 
they donated 4 intermediate 
trauma kits to help provide 

necessary equipment to 
enhance our staff’s capabilities 

of handling a trauma-based 
event.  The kits are valued at a 

total of $500.  We hope we 
never have to use them but are 

grateful for R.I.M. Training, 
LLC’s generosity. 

 

For Your Information 
Cave Creek Unified Education Foundation (CCUEF)... 
Our Teachers and students need you! CCUEF is looking for committee members 
to work with the CCUEF Board of Directors in helping build community relationships 
that support our local Schools with a variety of initiatives. Fund Raising, volunteering 
at Events, Assist in our Annual Grant the District process, and more. Please reach 
out to us at Info@ccuef.org and we would like to invite you to an upcoming meeting 
to hear more about how we are helping our local Cave Creek School District. Thank 
you for your support!  Please visit www.ccuef.org 
 
The award winning CSHS’ CSPress – Please visit 
www.cactusshadowscspress.com 
 
CCUSD’s Annual Report – Click here  
CCUSD’s 2017-2018 Budget Resource Guide - Click here 
CCUSD® Schools Accepting Open Enrollment – Click here 
CCUSD® Partners Page - Click here 
Desert Foothills Library information–Click here 
MedReturn Box –Drug Disposal Facility - MCSO District 4 Office, 37622 N. Cave 
Creek Road, Cave Creek, AZ. 
 

PO Box 426 – Cave Creek, AZ - 85327 

http://www.ccuef.org/
http://www.cactusshadowscspress.com/
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/3171
https://www.ccusd93.org/Page/725
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/512
https://www.ccusd93.org/domain/181
http://www.desertfoothillslibrary.org/calendar.html

